STORY
People have been hunting whales since the Dark Ages. Those fearsome creatures
could sink a small craft with a ick of the tail, but if you could kill one and bring it in,
you would have a wealth of meat to consume and oil to burn.
New England settlers began whaling almost as soon as they arrived. They even used
the May ower. Eventually a great industry would thrive in harbors such as Nantucket
and New Bedford. Young men would go to sea, sometimes for years at a time, and
return with oil to light the street lamps of Industrialized world.
The journeys were long, and the hunts were dangerous. Only a hardy folk would
dare face the world’s largest mammals with a single blade.
Here’s to them; these are their songs.

SONGS
1. Colombia On Our Lee — A spirited celebration of the freedom of being at sea.
2. Jack the Whaler — Ballad, eulogy, and farce all rolled into one; the story of a sailor
who could never be knocked down.
3. The Coast of Peru — Capturing the anticipation leading up to a whaling ship’s rst
kill; then, the excitement and gore of it. This ship traveled to some of the same
waters as the Essex did, with much better luck.
4. Blow Ye Winds — A song about the ups and downs of whaling.
5. It’s Me for the Inland Lakes — What happens when ocean sailors realize they can
still make decent money on a much shorter voyage? They head to fresh water.
6. Fare You Well — Found in a whaler’s journal on his 1795 journey. It’s not a song
about whaling at all; it’s more a song about leaving.

SOURCES
- Sea Songs of Sailing, Whaling, and Fishing by Burl Ives, © 1956 Ballantine Books.
- Songs of the Polly, 1795, by Stuart M. Frank, © 2001 The Kendall Whaling Museum
of Sharon, Massachusetts USA.

- Songs the Whalemen Sang by Gale Huntington, © 1964 Barre Publishing

fi

fl

fl

Company, Inc. Third Edition © 2005 Emily Huntington Rose.

ABOUT OUR ALBUM, “MICHIGAN-I-O”
A collection of forgotten folk songs from Michigan and Great Lakes region,
re-imagined in a contemporary style.
In the 19th century, while the lumber and mining trades prospered in Michigan, so did the
folk tradition. That’s owed mainly to the workers themselves, who, after a hard winter spent
felling trees, or a dangerous voyage in a freighter lled with far too much iron ore, turned
that pain and adventure into music. These very songs -- and many songs like them -- were
sung throughout the Great Lakes region for decades, yet, in spite of their popularity, were
rarely written down. They might have been lost for good, but for the work of a young song
collector by the name of Alan Lomax. In 1938 the Library of Congress sent Lomax through
Michigan and Wisconsin for the sole purpose of documenting the folk tradition there. The
trip yielded impressive results: after three months of travel, interviews, and recording
sessions, Lomax returned home with hundreds of vinyl eld recordings, photographs, and
even a few black-and-white video clips. All together, they compose the largest single
collection of the folk music and storytelling tradition from Michigan's early statehood. The
Library of Congress recently published a large portion of this collection at loc.gov, so you
can go see for yourself what all the fuss is about.

MICHIGAN-I-O IS
Andy Bast, Bruce Benedict, Jake Helder, Jonathan Gabhart, Aaron Kates, and Noah McLaren

FIND OUR WORK
www.michiganio.com | https://www.facebook.com/MichiganIO
@michiganio (Twitter, Instagram) | Michigan-I-O on Spotify & Apple Music
Graphic design by Blake Johnson | blake-johnson.dribbble.com
Stay tuned for “Michigan-I-O vol. II” and a Whaling Songs EP in 2021

EXPLORING LOCAL HISTORY
AND FOLK MEMORY
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THROUGH SONG

